Celestin tube palliation of unresectable esophageal carcinoma.
Celestin tube intubation was performed in 108 patients with unresectable carcinoma of the esophagus and cardia, in 83 per cent as the initial operation and in 17 per cent after exploration. The hospital mortality rate was 16 per cent, including a 7.4 per cent mortality rate from technical causes. The most frequent causes of death were perforations of the esophagus and cardia and aspiration pneumonia. Nonfatal complications occurred in 13 per cent of surviving patients, obstruction and dislodgment of the tube being the most common. All patients were able to swallow at discharge, and 91 per cent of them could take food by mouth until the time of death. In 9 per cent, additional palliation, usually esophagoscopy or gastrostomy, was required. Ninety-one patients survived one to 21 months (average 5.8 months). The 6 month survival rate was 44 per cent and the one-year survival 9 per cent.